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“All this time I’ve developed friendships with a lot of people 
down there. I’ve gotten to know about a lot of the aspects of 
the University—not just the football program, but other  
athletic programs and the academic situation.” —Bill Decas

Bill Decas enjoying a Tide football  
game and (inset) meeting up with friend 
and UA alumnus Billy Watson, in town 
for the 2008 Iron Bowl



Above: Bear Bryant 
visited the Bridgeport 
Bama Boosters in 1979.  
Left: Johnny Nicola entering  
the Boosters’ club house 
(Photos courtesy of the Bryant 
Museum)

“I met Coach Bryant and thought he was a great person.  
I was in awe of him and the way he carried himself and 
spoke. There was nothing greater than going to  
Alabama football games back then.” —Johnny Nicola
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“Over the decades, I have enjoyed the occasional visit to 
Tuscaloosa and spending time on the campus, meeting and 
engaging with students and rooting the Crimson Tide athletes 
on to victory.” —Condoleezza Rice

Condoleezza Rice and  
Jack Straw (center) with 
UA President Robert E. 
Witt (left) and Athletics 
Director Mal Moore at 
the 2005 Tennessee 
football game



“When I arrive at the airport in Odessa, I’m usually met by  
Ukrainians wearing Bama caps and clothing. They yell ‘Roll Tide,’  
and have developed a connection to the University as close  
as anyone who has actually been here.”  —Dr. Langston Haygood

Top: (left to right) Straw, Rice and Mark 
Davies during Rice’s visit to England 
Above: Davies wore his Bama gear during 
the birth of his second son, Alexander. Top: Dasha Popova, left, 

pictured with her mother, 
will leave Ukraine to attend 
college in Alabama. Above: 
Alexandra Popova, 2, shows 
off her crimson. 
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