
Located in the subtropics of the Deep South, The University of 
Alabama enjoys four distinct seasons including hot summers and 
mild winters, with some downpours and severe storms making 

an appearance in between. Join us on a hundred years of journeys 
across campus, through all kinds of weather—puddles, snowflakes 

and sunshine.
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Weather facts courtesy of meteorologist James Spann



Sun, Shade  
and Shadows
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“A friend is someone who dances with 
you in the sunlight, and walks with  

you in the shadows.”
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1969

The hottest temperature  
Ever recorded in Alabama  
was 112 degrees, Sept. 5, 

1925, in Centreville.

2004

1927

SGA Election Day
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1968
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“The very shadows seem  
to listen.”

—Anna Katharine Green
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“The sun lay like a friendly arm 
across her shoulder.”
—Margorie Kinnan Rawlings

1937
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Aug. 7–16, 2007, Was 
 Alabama’s longest Recorded 

streak of consecutive  
100-degree days.
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“All the statistics in  
the world can’t measure  
the warmth of a smile.”

—Chris Hart

1974



Shelter From the Storm
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''Anyone who says sun-
shine brings happiness has 
never danced in the rain.''
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an average  
of 53.8 inches 
of rain falls  
annually in  
Tuscaloosa.

1989

1961

1972
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an average  
of 53.8 inches 
of rain falls  
annually in  
Tuscaloosa.

1955

1915

“I am sure it is  
a great mistake 
always to know 
enough to go in 
when it rains.”
—Adeline Knapp
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“There’s always a period of curious  
fear between the first sweet-smelling  

breeze and the time when  
the rain comes cracking down.”

—Don Delillo
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1961

Even the rain can’t 
stop the Crimson Tide!



Rare Blankets  
of White
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1994

“Snowflakes are one of nature’s most fragile things, but  just look what they can do  when they stick together.”
—Vesta M. Kelly
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“Snowflakes are one of nature’s most fragile things, but  just look what they can do  when they stick together.”
—Vesta M. Kelly
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1950
1955

“The first fall of snow is 
not only an event, it is a  

magical event.”

1987

2004
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“May your days be merry and bright,  
and may all your Christmases be white.”

—Irving Berlin 1999

1962
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1977

Tuscaloosa has an  
average of 0.5 inches  

of snowfall 
every year.
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Crimson
Seasons

1971

1999

2007

1988
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1957

1961

1971

“To be interested in the changing seasons  
is a happier state of mind than to be 

 hopelessly in love with spring.”

—George Santayana



22

1999

1981 1963

“THE SECRET OF LIFE IS TO ENJOY 
THE PASSAGE OF TIME.”



23

2006 1
9
7
2

1976

“It was one of those perfect 

autumn days that occur 

more frequently in memory 
than in life.”—P.D. James

1950



2004

2007

1988
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2001

“I was born with a love for weather.  
I love everything from thunderstorms  

to brilliantly sunny autumn days.”
—James Spann
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