
When browsing through the hundred years of University of  
Alabama publications archived in Alumni Hall, it becomes  
apparent that the issues reflect the world in which they were  

produced—the lifestyles, trends, technologies and social  
structures of their particular time. In this collection, take a walk 
through the decades of the University and the country, mirrored 

on the covers of the UA alumni magazine.
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The 1910s
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The Illustrated Bulletins of the early 20th century were picture books of people and 
places at the University, sharing vivid descriptions of the growing campus. In 1917, 
President George Hutcheson Denny was featured on the cover of the Alumni News 
for the first time. He made several appearances through the years during his life-
time of service to the Capstone.
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The 1920s
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The 1920s issues of the Alumni News showcased the many new buildings on  
campus, including Nott Hall. Completed in 1922, the building then housed the 
biology department and the medical school, and today UA’s Honors College. Joe 
Sewell also made the cover; the starting second baseman for UA from 1918 to 1920 
is the namesake of our modern-day Sewell-Thomas baseball stadium. He played 14 
years in the major leagues then returned to coach Alabama baseball from 1964 to 
1969, leading the team to an SEC Championship.
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The 1930s
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During the 1930s, the campus continued to 
expand, and the Alabama Union, first used in 
1930, made the front plate. Today, that facil-
ity is named Reese Phifer Hall, and is home 
to the College of Communication and Infor-
mation Sciences. Denny Chimes was also 
pictured on the cover for the first time, with 
the President’s Mansion in the background. 
The bell tower, which stands on the south 
side of the Quad, was dedicated in 1929 and 
named in honor of President Denny.

Football Coach Wallace Wade
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The 1940s

Throughout the United 
States’ involvement in 
World War II, the Alumni 
News did its part by 
recognizing servicemen 
and women and return-
ing veterans. One cover 
displayed two lieutenants 
greeting each other after 
returning from a prisoner-
of-war camp, and  
others pictured officers 
and military parades. 
Special editions honored 
UA alumni who gave 
their lives while serving 
their country.
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The 1950s
Several covers of the 
Alumni News in the 
1950s showcased the 
University’s progress. 
Women’s dorms re-
ceived a transforma-
tion, now with a smaller 
number of girls living 
together in shared units 
with a “homey” feeling. 
This was part of a con-
certed effort to enhance 
outside-the-classroom 
experiences, since two-
thirds of college life is 
not spent in class. We 
took a last look at Presi-
dent Denny on a 1955 
cover—he passed away 
on April 2 of that year.
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The 1960s
As the world entered the technological era, the 
Alumni News reported on UA’s modernization 
in the 1960s, showing an early computer that 
was the size of a room, yet performed only 
basic operations. Another issue showcased 
new fields of research with a photo from a 
biophysical anatomy class. Also making the 
cover was a visit from “Lady Bird” Johnson, 
the first lady of the United States who had  
attended UA in 1931. She returned as the key-
note speaker at a conference called Women 
and the Changing Community.
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The 1970s

The Winter 1979 edition 
tackled an in-depth review 
of race relations in the years 
since James Hood and Vivian 
Malone first arrived in 1963, 
making their way around Gov. 
George Wallace’s “Stand in 
the Schoolhouse Door.” By the 
end of the 1970s, relations be-
tween blacks and whites were 
slowly improving at the Uni-
versity, according to the cover 
story. The greek-independent 
rivalry on campus was also 
featured, and at the center of 
the storm were rumors of “The 
Machine,” a speculated Greek 
organization that wields power 
over campus politics and ac-
tivities.
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The 1980s

In 1983, football coach Paul “Bear” Bryant was remembered on the cover of the 
Alumni News after his death on Jan. 26 of that year. Bryant had led the Tide to six 
national championships during his tenure at UA from 1958 to 1982. Another  
issue featured UA professors undertaking cutting-edge research to discover cures for 
hereditary disorders, symbolizing their efforts with a cover illustration of DNA. And 
in January 1986, the publication was renamed the Alabama Alumni Magazine.
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The 1990s

A 1993 cover captured Gene 
Stallings’ 1992 football team 
in the jubilation following 
their national champion-
ship win. Stallings, who had 
served as an assistant coach 
under Bryant, returned to UA 
in 1990 to lead the program. 
The decade also brought 
national attention to the Uni-
versity when Forrest Gump 
became popular. A book 
about the character was pub-
lished by alumnus Winston 
Groom in 1986, but the story 
reached its peak of popular-
ity in 1994 when it was made 
into a movie.
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The 2000s
After Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast in 2005, hundreds of refugees found shelter at 
the Student Recreation Center, where the University opened its arms to those in need of 
a temporary home. In Fall 2005, one of the magazine’s most recognized images hit the 
mail—Alexa Stabler was pictured in the Bryant-Denny Stadium locker room, leading 
into an article about the daughters of Bear Bryant’s football stars who were now students 
at the Capstone. 

36



37



38



39



40


