
When UA was founded in 1831, handwritten notes were the 
standard for communicating, and if a destination wasn’t within walking 
distance, horses provided transportation. Fast forward to 2009, and it’s 

amazing how far we’ve come. People who marveled at the first 
automobiles in 1908 also watched our first steps on the moon in 1969, 

and for their children, cell phones and the Internet bring the world to their 
fingertips. Explore with us the Capstone’s role in the rapid technological 
advancements of the last century, from the pages of its alumni magazine.
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  Summer School class in physics
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1937
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1918

“What is a scientist  
after all? It is 
a curious man 

looking through a  
keyhole, the keyhole of 
nature, trying to know 

what’s going on.”

—Jacques Yves Cousteau

Earth
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1937

“The process of  
science is literally  
the act of creating  
knowledge from 
where there once  
was none.”

—Guy Caldwell,  
associate professor of  

biological sciences,  
Alabama Alumni 
Magazine, 2006
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In 1837, The University of Alabama 
became the first in the state to offer 
engineering classes and was one of 
the first five in the nation to do so. 
Today, UA has one of the three oldest 
continuously operating engineering 
programs in the country.
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“In the end, research—whether it be 
theoretical or applied, investigative 
or interpretive, whatever its form 
or shape—should make a difference 
in the quality of life.”

—Former UA President Roger Sayers,  
Alabama Alumni Magazine, 1995
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“Nothing exists until it is 
measured.”

—Niels Bohr

1968



98

1980

1980

1996

2004

“Equipped with his five senses, man explores the 
universe around him and calls the adventure 

science.”

—Edwin Powell Hubble, THE NATURE OF SCIENCE

“Nothing exists until it is 
measured.”

—Niels Bohr
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1939

1941

“Heavier-than-
air flying 

machines are  
impossible.”

—Lord Kelvin, 
1895

1944
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1972

1958

1972

“Not last week’s game; not 
something that happened  

yesterday; not even a minute 
ago. But right now. 

Seeing things—miles away— 
at the very instant they  

happen! That’s the new thrill 
that television now makes  

possible.”

—General Electric ad, 
Alabama Alumni News, 1939
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1994 1997

1994
“The lunar landing,  

maybe for the first 
time, showed us what 

we can really accomplish 
if we all work together.”

—Jonathan Campbell, 
NASA Program Developments,  

Alabama Alumni Magazine, 1994
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1995

2008

2006

Friends

in

Space

Capt. Frank. B. Gorman, ’38

Col. James Kelly, MS ’96

When I grow Up, I Wanta be an Astronaut, an educational children’s 
 video produced by Al Browning, features a simulated shuttle mission.
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1998

1995

“It’s never routine. 
It’s always risky.”

—Charles Darby, Marshall Space Flight  
Center flight systems engineer,  

Alabama Alumni Magazine,1994

Col. James Kelly, MS ’96
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Fire
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1961

1985

“Any sufficiently 
advanced  

technology is  
indistinguishable 

from magic.”

—Arthur C. Clarke, 
The Lost Worlds 

of 2001

“I think there 
is a world 

market for 
maybe five 

computers.”

—Thomas 
Watson, 

chairman of 
IBM, 1943
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1978

1978

1995

1996

"Solar  
energy 
is now."

-Ed Passerini,
 associate professor 

of humanities and 
environment, 

Alabama Alumni Magazine, 
1978
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1988

2006

"There is a single light 
of science, and to  

brighten it anywhere 
is to brighten 

it everywhere."

—Isaac Asimov



Water
1945

22

1930

1945



23

Water 1931

“When the well’s dry, we 
know the worth of water.”

                —Benjamin Franklin             
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1980
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“Nature composes some of 
her loveliest poems 

for the microscope and 
the telescope.”

—Theodore Roszak
WHERE THE WASTELAND ENDS
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2006

2007

“The world, after all our 
science and sciences, 

is still a miracle;  
wonderful, inscrutable, 
magical and more.”

—Thomas Carlyle

26 27


